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FIREFIGHTERS COUNCIL’S ATTORNEY VISITS L-2302, FORT KNOX

6th District NVP Arnold Scott and the AFGE Firefighters Council’s Attorney, Sandra Adams-Choate were hosted by AFGE L-2302, Fort Knox, KY August 30-September 1, 2007.

While there, they visited the firefighters from all three of Ft. Knox’ stations as well as met with several firefighters individually.  Fort Knox is the largest gaining installation under the current BRAC proposal and hence, it is anticipated that the fire department will be increasing its responsibilities and size in the near future.

Station 1 was just recently renovated and plans have been approved to renovate both Stations 2 and 3.  The firefighters are pleased with the recently acquired apparatus and new equipment.  But, they expressed concern about a number of issues and raised a number of questions.  

Ms Choate explained the role of the Council and how it can help AFGE firefighters in resolving problems and answering questions.  The firefighters want to be involved with the Council and look forward to receiving information from it.  FF Michael Brown (MikeBrownFKFD@hotmail.com) volunteered to serve as the Local Firefighter Liaison for Ft. Knox with the concurrence of LP Mike Locklen and the steward for the FD, FF Merwood Williams (mow2000@:won.com) agreed to by a co-Regional Liaison together with Chris Pross for the East U.S. District At-Large.  Merwood will be responsible for the DOD Locals located in the Sixth District.

The issues raised by the firefighters’ included those involved with obtaining DOD Certifications under the reciprocity rules; current practices with respect to hiring and promotions; current personnel practices; physical fitness requirements; and the workplace environment in general.  The specifics of these concerns involved matters that in some cases must be dealt with by the Local and in others, can be handled at the Council level.  LP Locklen and NVP Scott expressed their commitment to assisting the firefighters by filing grievances and/or demands to bargain whenever appropriate and the process was thoroughly explained to the firefighters including relevant time lines and necessary evidence.  Ms Choate indicated that she would handle some of the issues raised.

 In sum, the visit was productive and rewarding.  If you would like an Officer or the Council’s attorney to visit your installation, contact your Local President and have him extend an invitation.  The Local must pay all expenses of such a visit.    
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