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FIREFIGHTERS COUNCIL’S CEO/PROGRAM AND POLICY ATTENDS DOD ANNUAL WORLD-WIDE FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES CONFERENCE

Tina Bryant, the AFGE Firefighter Council’s CEO for Program and Policy attended DOD’s Annual F&ES Conference held in Atlanta.  While there, she participated in service component meetings, attended the General Session and Awards Banquet and net-worked with Chiefs, firefighters, program managers and other sharing AFGE’s position on various issues and obtaining information on proposals being considered.

The following is a synopsis of issues discussed at the various meetings she attended:

IAFC Federal/Military Section Meeting – 

· Pursuing raising the mandatory retirement age for Chief Fire Officers.  Representative Steny Hoyer (MD) has been contacted and is interested.

· Working on obtaining credit for accumulated sick leave for FERS employees.

· Initiative to remove the GS-10 step 1 pay cap.

· IAFC continues to support the moratorium on contracting for the provisions of federal fire fighting services (10 USC 2465)

· The Chief from Pine Bluff Arsenal requested the Fed/Mil section to pursue legislative action that would allow federal fire departments to receive grant funds from Homeland Security.  It was explained to him that federal agencies cannot receive funds from each other and it was suggested his need for new fire apparatus be pursued through Congress via the Defense Appropriations Bill.  This was done successfully by Naval District Washington.

Navy Session

· The Navy Session included a discussion of its continued emphasis on ESAMS and firefighter safety and near miss reporting requirements.
· It expects that the Fire Departments at all Navy installations will be responsible for the ambulance services of the installation in the near future
Marine Corps

· The Marine Corps session focused primarily on the DOD health and safety and physical fitness program.  The manual is now in draft format and the DOD F&ES Working Group will be considering comments from the service components and other groups including AFGE.
· The attendees were also briefed on the completion of the POM Initiative for ALS at all Marine Corps Installations.

Art Force

· Col. Art Kaminski (DOD) reported that the Physical Fitness manual will hopefully be out by the end of the year (maybe???)

Awards Banquet

· In addition to all of the awards presented annually at the Banquet, one individual was especially recognized for being the first DOD Chief named Fire Chief Magazine’s Career Chief of the Year for 2007 – Russell Tarver, US Naval Forces, Japan.   See the relevant article in Stars and Strips, Monday, September 10, 2007. 
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